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tioner to cut off her head with a sword, there
being a vague feeling that this was more fitting
than an axe. Certainly those who visit the Tower
to-day and see the axe which was generally used
will agree that the big continental two-handed
sword looks a better weapon. But since that day
so many women had laid their heads on the block
that special treatment had ceased to be thought
necessary. Men so soon grow brutalized and
accustomed to violence, and now there had been
no shock and no protest even when young and
lovely Jane Grey, who had been innocent of any
crime, had been beheaded. There was no chance
now that Mary would feel that she dare not outrage
public opinion. Neither youth, nor womanhood,
nor family relationship, would plead for Elizabeth.
" Treason " against Queen Mary would mean
death without a doubt, and it was the accusation
of treason that now hung over the princess.
'Wyatt had rebelled because of the nation's
dislike of Mary's proposed marriage with Philip
of Spain. England hated Spain, and this was at
the bottom of all the trouble that was to follow.
Dislike of a foreign marriage was all the stronger
because it was seen that such a marriage was part
of Mary's religious policy. She had now shown
clearly that she meant to restore the Catholic
religion at all costs. She did not swerve or hesitate
when the English showed her, equally clearly,
that they would in many cases cling to Protes-
tantism. If that were so, the obstinate must be
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